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As a child, Robert Stacewicz had contrasting 
passions – ponds, and cacti and succulents 
– and the latter theme expanded to include 
more ‘exotics’ when he began work on his 
own garden (his first) in 2020. It started 
as a sketch on Christmas Eve 2019, with 
plantings inspired by visits to Indonesia, and 
materialized as a tranquil space with water 
features, where he could indulge his passion 
for plants and encourage as much wildlife 
as possible. Soil excavated from the lower 
part of the 110-square-metre (1,180-square-
foot) garden was retained behind slim oak 

sleepers, self-binding gravel allowed the 
creation of organically shaped paths, and 
a mix of spent cactus compost, grit and 
sharp sand filled beds either side of steps. 
Focusing on plants whose appearance belies 
their extreme hardiness, Stacewicz filled 
the garden with species that contribute 
long flowering seasons, bright colours and 
bold architecture, such as Yucca and Agave, 
bringing a taste of the tropics to a London 
suburb. Plants arrived from specialist 
nurseries, friends and mail order. Palms and 
cycads were high on the list; a large Cycas 

revoluta came from a north London garden 
centre; speedy purchase of rare palms and  
C. panzhihuaensis, as well as ferns, arrived 
before post-Brexit customs rules came into 
force; and a bigeneric hybrid between two 
palms, Butia × Parajubaea, was sought as a 
tough, cold-hardy specimen for this ‘exotic’-
filled garden. Building on his experiences in this 
garden that is well adapted to climate change, 
Stacewicz has now embarked on his second 
garden, in Britain’s reliably milder southwest.
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area, which is surrounded by subtle greens 
and blues in the form of lavender-flowered 
Nepeta racemosa ‘Walker’s Low’ and potted 
Salvia × sylvestris ‘Dear Anja’, mingling with 
the paler Nigella damascena (love-in-a-mist). 
The former parking area has been transformed 
into a stylish courtyard filled with pots, 
bordered by bespoke rust-coloured, mild-steel 
estate fencing inspired by the barn’s feather-
edge cladding. Beyond this tranquil garden 
stands the borrowed outlook of the ancient 
village church and lime trees, bringing a sense 
of permanence and antiquity.

When landscape architect Stefano Marinaz 
first arrived at this barn conversion, he found 
a large, unsympathetic lawn and patio,  
and a disproportionately large parking area. 
The clients’ request was merely to screen  
an unsightly septic tank and reinvigorate  
a planting bed, but for Marinaz, who has  
a background in agronomy and a reputation 
for innovative, sustainable planting, there 
was far greater potential to change this 
700-square-metre (7,500-square-foot) 
garden. Taking his cue from the surrounding 
countryside, he created a structure of 

woody plants and hedges, lush grasses and 
herbaceous perennials for texture and colour. 
Informal interconnecting paths divide the 
garden and lead to three organically shaped 
open areas, one for sunbathing, another 
focused on a firepit, and the third somewhere 
to sit in the sunshine. A long season of interest 
and low-maintenance regime was created 
using a wide range of plant groups – bulbs, 
annuals, grasses, perennials, shrubs and trees 
– while piles of logs set within the planting 
create habitat for insects. Marinaz also 
designed the bespoke furniture for the fire-pit 
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